
 

 

GOOD NEWS! 
 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of 
the Lord 
March 25, 2018 
[Christ Jesus] humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. 
— Philippians 2:8 

 
PASSION 
 The contrast between the 
processional reading in today’s 
liturgy and the proclamation of the 
Passion is striking. We are given a 
glimpse of how profoundly the 
word of God is fulfilled in Jesus.  
 First he must be hailed as the 
Messiah, the One who is to come. 
He must be acknowledged by all, 
though they do not know what 
they are saying. They think he is 
the promised king, a worldly king 
of the Jews who will free them 
from the Roman occupation. They 
do not yet understand, even the 
disciples, exactly where this tri-
umphal procession is leading. In 
our lives, we too do not know 
where we are going. It is in faith 
that we can follow Christ wher-
ever he may lead us, trusting that 
death is not the end, nor evil the 
victor. 
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                                                         From the  Archbishop 

  The pope of ordinary life 

This week, on March 13, we marked the fifth anniver-
sary of Pope Francis’ pontificate. 
Much has been written about the Holy Father’s impact 
on the Church and on the world, and there is much 
more that can be said about his work to renew the Vati-
can and inspire new ways of thinking for how the 
Church carries out her mission in the world.  
But as I have been praying for the pope and reflecting 
this week, it has struck me that among other things, 
Pope Francis has been the pope of the personal and the 
practical, the pope of everyday life. These five years, 
his teaching has emphasized the place where the truths 
of our Faith meet the demands of daily living.  
That is why the longest section of “Evangelii 
Gaudium” (“The Joy of the Gospel”), which announced 
the program for his pontificate in 2013, is devoted to 
the Sunday homily. 
Francis knows that while the Church is universal and 
global, the experience of the Faith for the vast majority 
of Catholics is personal and parochial.  
Where the Faith comes alive — or sometimes fails to 
— is in their parishes on Sunday morning, in their 
families and in their contacts with ordinary Christians.  
The Church’s mission in the world does not depend on 
philosophies, programs or strategies, but rather, as Pope 
Francis knows, how the Faith is passed on depends on 
how the Faith is lived.  
Evangelization comes down to an examination of con-
science that everyone in the Church must make: How 
do we treat one another? What kind of example do we 
give to our neighbors as Christians?  
What matters are not only our words but even more, 
our actions and attitudes — in our homes, at work, in 
the decisions we make in the marketplace and in soci-
ety.  
Sadly, Pope Francis reminds us, sometimes it is the 
personal witness of individual Christians that gets in 
the way and prevents others from hearing the gospel as 
good news.  
In addition to writing about how to prepare and deliver 
the homily in “Evangelii Gaudium,” Pope Francis is the 
first pope to make his own daily homilies widely avail-
able.  
Every morning, we find him challenging the congrega-
tion in his private chapel at Casa Santa Marta — and all 
of us — to really live the gospel, to really make it the 
“rule” of our lives and the basis for how we make 
choices and set priorities.  
 

.  
It is not enough to read the words of the gospel or even 
to study and meditate on them, he tells us. “The gospel 
is demanding. It demands to be lived radically and sin-
cerely,” he says. “Jesus asks us to practice the gospel, 
to live out his words.” 
Francis often talks in simple language about what ap-
pear to be small matters — gossip, indifference, lazi-
ness, greed, humility and hypocrisy.  
For me, one of his most memorable homilies was about 
what he called “three little words” — please, thank you 
and sorry — that he said are essential to family rela-
tionships.  
But he understands that these are not small matters, that 
our Christian life is a struggle between our natural self-
ishness and Christ’s call to conversion, which is a call 
to become more like him.   
And his advice is often simple — carry a copy of the 
Gospels in your pocket; live the Beatitudes and practice 
the Golden Rule. It is the Christian faith stripped down 
to its most basic — and its most powerful — finding 
Jesus and following him. 
“The image of Christ is the mirror through which a be-
liever discovers his true self,” the pope tells us.  
In these first five years, Pope Francis has wanted us to 
see that meeting Jesus is where our lives begin. He 
knows that our hearts are restless for happiness, for 
love, for God.  
“Christ is knocking at the door of your hearts … and 
my heart, too!” Pope Francis tells us. “He asks us to 
rise up, to be awake and alert and to see only what 
really matters in life. What is more, he asks you and me 
to go out on the streets and roads of this world and 
knock on the doors of other people’s hearts, inviting 
them to welcome him into their lives.”  
When we open our hearts to Jesus and begin to follow 
in his footsteps, we find that we are caught up in his 
mission of love.  
This is the meaning of Pope Francis’ beautiful notion 
that all of us in the Church are called to be missionary 
disciples, living the joy we have found in Jesus and 
sharing that joy with others.   
Pray for me this week and I will be praying for you.  
And let us pray for our Holy Father this week as he be-
gins a new year in his pontificate.  
With the help of our Blessed Mother Mary, may Pope 
Francis continue to proclaim the joy of the gospel and 
invite all people to a new personal encounter with Jesus 
Christ. 
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Legends:      
(L) Living    (B) Birthday   (T) Thanksgiving  (+) Deceased  

      *Tuesday,  Mar. 27, 2018 
  6:30am:  Matthew Abanilla.(B)   
  8:00am:  Maria Kienholz (+) 
 
     *Wednesday,  Mar. 28, 2018 
   6:30am:  Felicidad D. Cabrera (+)   
   8:00am:  Alberto San Antonio (+) 
    
      *Thursday,  Mar. 29, 2018 
    
            HOLY THURSDAY 
 
          *Friday,   Mar. 30, 2018 
 
                GOOD FRIDAY 
 
      *Saturday,  Mar. 31, 2018 
     
             HOLY SATURDAY 
 
           

*Saturday,  Mar.  24, 2018 
  7:30am: Cecila Willis (T)  
  5:00pm: Fidel Azpeitia (+)  
  7:00pm: Zanito Ablaza Jr. (B)  
 
         *Sunday,  Mar.  25, 2018 
 6:00am:  Rosario Rodriguez (+)                 
 7:30am:  Dionisia Nodalo (+) 
 9:15am:  Zanito Ablaza Jr.(+)                                            
11:00am: Marietta Macavinta (L)              
12:45pm: Renato Ferreras (+)   
  2:30pm: Joseph Salatino (+) 
  4:15pm: Marita Cabral (+)  
  6:00pm: Lorenza Manabat (+)     
               
          * Monday, Mar. 26, 2018 
6:30am:  Zanito Ablaza Jr. (+)                 
8:00am:  Levi Olivares  (+) 
 

                                                            LITURGY  &   WORSHIP   

Please pray for the sick of the parish 
 

 Aida Torion Zanoria, LaVerne Wilkom Levenson, Juanita 
Cariaga, Anita S., Irene Santos, Ellis Robinson, Jack Hogue,  
Laura Medeiros,  Michele Nartea, Louigee Capati, Nick Cruz, 

Baby Vicente Maldonado, Ada  Charisze Espanola, Sony Batu-
cal, Thelma Lago,  Merlinda  Guererro, Aida Dollente,  Rey 

Nacino,  Rowena T.  Lynden Abalos,  Anna  Dumlao , Luz P. 
Dominguez, Ester Jornacion,  Raul De Leon, Marilou Bautista,                  

Jacen Castillo, Angie McKittrick, Nelson Mape,                        
Ricardo Cabanban, Kenneth Dulany, Connie Medina Kennedy, 

Ruben Martinez, Odelia Xu, Rosanna Salazar 
Jaime Campos, Hong Pham, Frederick Wetzell 

and all those in our community who are in need of prayers. 

All powerful Creator whose loving in hope, look kindly upon, 
 

Traci De la Cruz, Rosita Nocos, Fatu Faleafine, Lucy Castillo-
Claire Bertha Dors, Rudolfo  Tubangui, Tauveve Tu’upo, Eutimio 

Estrada, Ma. Caridad Bigay,      Angelito Penalba, Arturo Balatero, 
Nick Gapuz, Fred Bulacan, Alexander Tomaneng, Judy Madlang-

bayan, Maria Ponce        Gonzalez, Luis Soto, Mario Torres, 
Arturo Salas, Luz E. Poli,  Raymond Umali, Eliseo Monzon, 

Robert Palanca,  Maria Kienholz,  Pauline  Mc Millan, Jose Re-
fugio Zamudio,  Bella Estiamba, Danny Florencio, Venit Relatore 

 

& all who have departed this life confessing your name.   Number 
them among your saints forever. 

 

                     

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
Saturdays: 7:30 AM, 5:00 PM (Spanish), 7:00 PM 
Sundays: 6:00 AM, 7:30 AM, 9:15 AM, 11:00 AM 
     12:45 PM, 2:30 PM (Spanish), 4:15PM, 6:00 PM 
Weekdays: 6:30 AM, 8:00 AM 
First Wed. & First Fri.Only:6:30AM, 8:00AM, 7:00PM  
                                                  
Eve of Holy Days: 7:00 PM 
Holy Days: 6:30 AM, 8:00 AM, 12:00 PM,  

        5:00 PM (Spanish), 7:00 PM 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays, Thursday before First Friday and Day before  
Holy Days:  4:00PM – 5:00PM & 6:00PM– 7:00PM 
First Fridays:  6:15 PM – 7:00 PM 
 

PRIESTS 
Rev. Albert H. Avenido-Administrator Pro-Tem  
Rev.  Alidor Mikobi -Associate Pastor 
Rev.  Demetrio Bugayong– Canonical Pastor  
 
ST. PHILOMENA CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
21832 S. Main Street, Carson, CA 90745 
Office: (310) 835-4827 
Web site:  www.stphilomenaschool.org 
Sister Mary John, OCD  —  Principal 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM 
Office: (310) 830-6180    Fax: (310) 830-6287 
 
Rosa Garcia  - Director, Religious Education 
Anna Marie Sharkany—Director, Youth & Confirmation 
 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
Monday: Monday of Holy Week 
Tuesday: Tuesday of Holy Week 
Wednesday: Wednesday of Holy Week 
Thursday: Holy Thursday; The Sacred Paschal Triduum 
Friday: Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday);  
 Fast and Abstinence; Passover begins 
Saturday: The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night;  
 Holy Saturday 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Is 42:1-7; Ps 27:1-3, 13-14; Jn 12:1-11 
Tuesday: Is 49:1-6; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 
Wednesday: Is 50:4-9a; Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34;  
 Mt 26:14-25 
Thursday: Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9;  
 Ps 89:21-22, 25, 27; Rv 1:5-8; Lk 4:16-21 
 Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14;  
 Ps 116:12-13, 15-16bc, 17-18; 1 Cor 11:23-26;  
 Jn 13:1-15 
Friday: Is 52:13 — 53:12; Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25;  
 Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9; Jn 18:1 — 19:42 
Saturday: a) Gn 1:1 — 2:2 [1:1, 26-31a]; Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 
13-14, 24, 35; or Ps 33:4-7, 12-13, 20-22; 
 b) Gn 22:1-18 [1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18]; Ps 16: 5, 8-11;  
 c) Ex 14:15 — 15:1; Ex 15:1-6, 17-18;  
 d) Is 54:5-14; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; 
 e) Is 55:1-11; Is 12:2-6;  
 f) Bar 3:9-15, 32 — 4:4; Ps 19:8-11; 
 g) Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28; Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3-4 or  
 Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 or Ps 51:12-15, 18-19;  
 h) Rom 6:3-11; i) Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23;  
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EVANGELIZATION  

Rev. Jose  de Jesus Sanchez 

Rev Jose de Jesus Sanchez 

Rev Jose de Jesus Sanchez 

 

      ST. PHILOMENA CHURCH  LENTEN  SCHEDULE AND ANNOUNCEMENT 

"Rehearsal Announcement for Holy Week: 
Holy Thursday (7:00pm Mass) - Practice: Friday, March 23rd, 2018 @ 7:30pm 
Easter Vigil (8:00pm Mass) - Practice: Tuesday, March 27th, 2018 @ 7:00pm" 
 

"Palm Sunday: To ensure Palms will be distributed evenly, palms will be distributed per family/
individual. The community is invited to bring their own palms for Palm Sunday & will be blessed during 
the mass." 
 

"Holy Wednesdays Tenebrae's celebration will be combined with the 7 Last Words of Jesus Christ on Good 
Friday at 1:00pm. Please Join us for our Holy Wednesday Mass on 3/28/18 at 7:00pm"  
 

"On the night of Easter Vigil (3/31/18) the doors to the church will remain closed till after the blessing of 
the Paschal Candle and will open once the procession into the church begins. The Parish Center will re-
main open prior to the celebration for anyone with special needs or individuals with disabilities."  
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King David, who was also a prophet, wrote this 
psalm at a time when he felt weighed down by anguish 
and poverty and in danger from his enemies. He 
wanted to find a way out of his painful situation, but 
realized he was completely unable to do so. Therefore 
he looked up, with hope, toward the God of Israel, 
who had always protected his people, and implored 
him to come to his aid. 
This month’s Word of Life draws our attention to the 
fact that he was asking to know the ways and paths of 
the Lord, to shed light on the choices he had to make, 
especially at difficult times. 
“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your 
paths.” 
Sometimes in life we too have to make decisive 
choices. It can be totally absorbing to have to do so, 
and it can help us to think deeply about what our con-
science suggests is the right way forward. 
It could be that we have many paths to choose from 
and are uncertain about which is the best. At other 
times, we may feel there is no path at all. 
Wanting to find a way ahead is a strong human need, 
and so sometimes we ask help from those we consider 
our friends. Christian faith makes us become friends 
with God. He is a Father who loves us; he knows us 
through and through and wants to accompany us on 
our journey. 
Every day, God invites us to set out freely on an ad-
venture. Our compass is unselfish love for him and all 
his children. 
The ways and paths are opportunities to meet other 
travelers and find new goals that can be shared. Chris-
tians are never isolated individuals, but part of a peo-
ple travelling towards the fulfilment of the plan of God 
the Father for humankind. Through all he said and did, 
Jesus revealed God’s plan to bring about universal fra-
ternity, the civilization of love. 
“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your 
paths.” 
The Lord’s ways can be daring and, at times, may 
seem too challenging for us, like rope bridges stretch-
ing between high cliffs.  

They challenge our selfish habits, our prejudices and 
false humility, and instead create opportunities for dia-
logue, encounter and commitment to the common good. 
Above all, they call for a love that is ever new and capa-
ble of forgiving, because it is founded on the rock of 
God’s love and faithfulness to us. 
This ever-new love is essential if we are to build just 
and peaceful relationships among peoples and nations. 
Even the witness given by a simple kind deed, done 
with love, can give others the light to see their way for-
ward. 
At a gathering in Nigeria, when both children and adults 
were sharing their experiences of loving according to 
the Gospel, a little girl called Maya said, “Yesterday, 
when we were playing, a boy pushed me and I fell over. 
He said ‘sorry’ and I forgave him.” Those words 
touched the heart of a man whose father was killed by 
Boko Haram. “I looked at Maya. If a little girl like her 
can forgive, it means that I can do the same.” 
“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your 
paths.” 
If we want a sure guide on our journey, let’s remember 
that Jesus said, “I am the Way…” (Jn 14:6). 
When Chiara Lubich spoke to young people gathered in 
Santiago de Compostela during the 1989 World Youth 
Day, she encouraged them: “By describing himself as 
‘the Way’, Jesus was saying we must take the same way 
as he did. We could therefore say that the way Jesus 
followed has a name: it is love. The love that Jesus lived 
and brought on earth is special and unique. It is the 
same ardent love that burns in God … 
“But who should we love? Our first duty of course, is to 
love God. Then, to love our neighbor, every neighbor 
… From the moment we wake up in the morning until 
we go to sleep at night, every relationship with our 
neighbor should be lived with this love. Whether we are 
at home, at college, at work, on a sports field, on vaca-
tion, in church or on the street, we should take advan-
tage of every opportunity to love, seeing Jesus in our 
neighbors, neglecting no one, being the first to love … 
“This means entering as far as possible into the minds 
and hearts of others, truly understanding their problems, 
needs and troubles — as well as their joys, so that we 
can share everything with them … 
“In a way, we have to become that other person, just as 
Jesus, who was God, became a man out of love. Then 
our neighbors will feel understood and supported be-
cause someone is helping them bear their burdens and 
pain and share in their joys. ‘Living the other person,’ 
‘living the others’ – this is a great ideal; this is amaz-
ing.” 
Letizia Magri 

MARCH 2018 
 

“Make me to know your 
ways, O Lord teach me 
your path “   Ps. 25:4 



 

 

 

 
 


